
Clarificationson"PossibilitiesinDefence"

Newordersarethebreadandbutterofalldefence-centricindustries.TheIndianindustries

engagedintheproductionofdefenceequipmentcanonlythriveiftheyreceiveaconstant

stream ofnewordersandtheinitialpaymentthatisgivenoncommencementofworkonthose

orders.Withoutthis,nomatterhowsophisticatedanindustryorhowrenownedafactory,itwill

decayanddisintegrateoverthecourseoftime.Forthisreason,aconstantstream ofalarge

numberofdefenceordersshouldbeplacedbytheMinistryofDefenceallocatedtolocalIndian

industriesengagedintheareaofdefencemanufacturing.Thisactwillbedesignedtotrigger

capacityexpansionatthosefactories,andtheordersshouldbemadeinsuchawaythatthey

arecompletedinarelativelyshortamountoftime,afterwhichnewordersaretobeplaced.

Forexample,iftheMinistryofDefencerightnowplacedanorderfor5frigatesatCochin

Shipyardthataretobecompletedwithin2years,andsimultaneouslyplacedanotherorderof5

frigateseachattwootherIndianshipyards,thenafter2yearsyouwillseethatyouhave

manufactured15frigates,andthreeIndianshipyardshaveinthemeantimeundertakenhuge

capacityexpansionenablingthem tomanufactureevenmorefrigatesinashorterperiodoftime.

Indianengineersalsohaveabigroletoplayintheseareasofdefencemanufacturing.Because

theseindustriesarealsolocatedwithinIndia,capacityenhancementoftheseindustrieswill

leadtoincreasedprosperityofIndia.

ThereisnopointincreatingaDefenceIndustrialCorridoriftheindustriesandfactoriesthatare

tooperateinthiscorridordonotreceiveanynewordersfrom theDefenceMinistry.Ifthat

happensthenafactorycreatedoncewillstarttolanguishandrustaway.Sotheimportantthing

istocreateandmaintainaconstantstream ofnewordersfrom theMinistryofDefencethatare

designedtocreateandsustaindefenceindustriesalongtheDefenceIndustrialCorridors.

Theonlyquestionis,areyoureadyforit?Areyoupreparedtoplaceordersfor15frigatesthat

aretobecompletedwithintwoyears,dividedamongstthreedifferentIndianshipyards.AsIsaid,

itispossible,butithasneverbeendonebefore.

ThereisalsothequestionofhowmuchIndiandefencereallyneedstodevelopinordertofulfil

India'sneeds.Wecandevelopitintoaveryadvancedarmy,butthatwillonlyberequiredifIndia

soughttoacquireotherterritoriesorsoughttoengageinanalloutwarwithalargepowerlike

ChinaortheUS.WhichwouldbefutilebecauseevenifwewonthatwarIndiahasnoknowledge

andexperienceinhandlingoverseasterritories.Assuch,weneedthemilitaryprimarilyforself-

defenseandforrescueandreliefoperations.Whicheventhemilitaryinitscurrentstatecando

witheaseifitreceivesgoodenoughstrategicguidance.

Anyhow,thatwasthat,anditbordersonthelimitsofmyintelligenceandwisdom inthisarea.

Youcanalsoconsiderplacingordersfor30tanksfrom industriesoftheDefenceIndustrial

Corridor,thataretobecompletedwithin3years.


